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Cruciplacolithus primus PERCH-NIELSEN, 1977 

Figs. 7, 8, 11, 12 - Cruciplacolithus primus n. sp. 8) Holotype .Sample 356-29-1, 

96 em X 9500. 7) Sample 357-30-4, 120 em X 9500. 11, 12) Sample 356-29-1, 90 em 
LM, X 2000. 

Description: 

Diagnosis: Small species of Cruciplacolithus with relatively large central opening 

spanned by a slender cross and bordered by a relatively steep wall . 

Description: C. primus is a small species of the genus Cruciplacolithus. Despite 

this, the distal shield consists of about 40 elements. The central opening is bordered 

by a relatively narrow, steep wall and spanned by a cross leaving still quite 

large open quadrants in the central area . The proximal shield is double and 

narrow and the wall well visible also on the proximal side. 

Remarks: 

C. primus differs from C. tenuis, with which it occurs through most of its range, 

by its small size, while the number of elements is similar in both species. Shields 

and wall are relatively broader in C. tenuis, thus leaving only a relatively small 

central opening. This is also well illustrated in the first drawing by Stradner 

of C. tenuis (1961), while a subsequent illustration (Stradner, 1963) shows a 

specimen between C. notus and C. primus. 

Type level: 

C. tenuis Zone (NP2), early Paleocene. 

Occurrence: C. primus seems to be the first modern representative of the family 

Coccolithaceae. Its first occurrence was observed in Sample 356-29-1, 140 em, 
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some 50 em below the first occurrence of C. tenuis. Its last occurrence has not 
yet been investigated, but is does occur in NP6 at Site 356. 

Type locality: 

Sao Paulo Plateau, DSDP 356. Western South Atlantic. 

Depository: 

Perch-Nielsen Collection. 

Author: 

Perch-Nielsen K., 1977, p. 746; pl. 17, figs. 7, 8; pl. 50, figs. 11, 12. 

Reference: 

Albian to Pleistocene calcareous nannofossils from the Western South Atlantic, 
DSDP Leg 39. Initial Reports of the Deep Sea Drilling Project, vol. 39, pp. 699-
824, 50 pls., 23 tbs., 1 text-fig. 
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